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MONTH OF THE

MILITARY
CHILD

When is the Month of the
Military Child?
The Month of the Military Child iz celebrated each

year in April. It was established in 1986 by
Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger.

What's it all about?

The whale manth is about celebrating
military-cannected children. Each wear, the DOD
launches a monthlong campaign torecognize
military-cannected children. [t acknowledges their
strengths and the specific challenges they face.
The campaign highlights the programs and
resaurces that support the well-being of
military-connected children, youth and teens.

How many milltary-connacted
children are there?

There are 1.6 million militar-connected children
who have unique experiences because of their
parents’ service. Militarey families move an
average everny twotothree years. This impacts
military-cannected children who must change
schaols and suppart netwiarks.

Learn more at

Why is purple the official color?
Purple is the official color because it is a
combination of the colors from the LS. Arme d
Farces: Ajr Force, MNavy, and Coast Guard blues,
Army green, and Marine Corps red. Plus, in
military jargon, a “purple’™ mission is shared
acrass multiple branches.

What is the Month of the Military
Child symbol?

Dandelions are the symbal of the Maonth of the
Military Child. The idea behind the dandelion is
that they grone and bloom just about amowhere in
the wiorld. Inthe same way, miltan-connected
children thrive in the many different places that
they put denwn rogts. Dandelions alse symbolize
happiness, joy, perseverance, endurance,

and hope.

europe.stripes.com/militarychild
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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Template use is optional. Parents, teachers, or students
can submit each military connected child's original stories
or artwork with or without the provided templates.

The school that sends the highest percentage of
submissions based on its total number of eligible
students will receive a prize.

All entries must be submitted by 2359 CET 30 April 2025.

Email your submissions to
momceurope@stripes.com to enter for a chance to
receive a prize. Only one entry per child.

Have fun and celebrate the military connected children in
your life! For questions, email us at
momceurope@stripes.com.
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MILITARY CONNECTED
CHILD IN EUROPE

Share an interesting experience, favorite vacation or a learned
cultural difference from being stationed in Europe.

FIRST NAME GRADE

SCHOOL NAME

STARS**¢STRIPES.
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LEGO MILITARY
CONNECTED CHILD

Draw yourself as a Lego person. Or build yourself out of
Lego bricks and take a picture.
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SCHOOL NAME

STARS**¢STRIPES.

MONTH OF THE 2 Te o _
el ell us what makes .

- ou speciall 3
CHILD YOUISP ¢ CLUBBEYOND




MILITARY CHILD
ACROSTIC

An acrostic is a poem or other word composition in which the first letter
of each new line spells out a word, message or the alphabet. Create one
to describe your experience as a military connected child.
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DRAW YOUR LIFE

Draw something below that reflects your life, experience, or
memories ds d military connected child.

FIRST NAME GRADE

SCHOOL NAME
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MILITARY CHILD HAIKU

A Haiku is a poem that has only three lines and covers one topic.
The first and third lines have five syllables and the second line
has seven syllables. See the example below and then write your
own about your life as a military connected child.

"I'm a Military Child"
Military Child
I've lived all over the

world Everywhere is
home
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SCHOOL NAME
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MILITARY CHILD
SELF-PORTRAIT

Use the space below to draw a self-portrait.
On the left side, draw how you look on the outside.

On the right side, draw something that reflects your experience
as a military connected child.
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|LOVE BEING A
MILITARY CONNECTED
CHILD BECAUSE...

FIRST NAME GRADE

SCHOOL NAME
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MOMC BINGO

worried about stood up for the admitted you
ate at Exchange your parent(s) sat in a military national liked someone
food court duringa plane or vehicle | anthem before before you
deployment amovie moved away
icked u
made a never finished P P
_ have a bad ID ) moved more slang/accent
welcome sign _ unpacking _
picture than 5 times from place you
for your parent boxes )
lived
attended a forgotten your unable to
borin attended a host FREE new address or answer “where
9 nation school ,
ceremony phone number are you from?
went bowling i moved mid- cried during a worn an old unit
lived on base _
on base school year move t-shirt
still keep in
P . . had to sleep on
touch with sat in a moving love your the floor when attended a
friends from box military life ) DoDEA school
you moved in
other moves
FIRST NAME GRADE
SCHOOL NAME
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WHERE IN THE WORLD?

Color in the countries where you have lived as a military
connected child. Which has been your favorite?

FIRST NAME GRADE

SCHOOL NAME
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WHAT IS YOUR PCS
SUPERPOWER?

What makes you a PCS Superhero? Be creative!
Draw a picture of yourself as a superhero.

FIRST NAME GRADE

SCHOOL NAME
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FAVORITE VACATION

What has been your favorite vacation as a military
connected child?

FIRST NAME GRADE

SCHOOL NAME
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BE CREATIVE!

Use this blank page to be creative and share about your
experience as a military connected child.

FIRST NAME GRADE

SCHOOL NAME

STARS**¢STRIPES.

MONTH OF THE - T
Mo o T ell us what makes .

CHILD You speciall ¢ CLUB BEYOND

T FRITARY CCMMUNTY wOUTH TR S |




